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"-. THE 
CHARACTER and QUALIFICATIONS 
OF AN_ 


HONEST LOYAL. 


MERCHANT. 


HE Loyal Honeſt MERCHANT isan 
Univerſal Tradeſman, and all the World 
is his Shop ; A diligent Bee, ever buſic in 

_ bringing Honey to the Publick Five; 
The Nations Puarveyor, that improves its 

Superfluities, and ſupplies its Neceſlities ; The fame to - - 

the Body Politick, as the Liver, Yeins, and Arteries are 

to the: Natural ; for he both raiſes and diſtributes 7rea- 
ſure , the vital Blood of the Common-Weal. He is the 

Steward of the Kingdoms. Stock , which by his good or 

ill management,, does proportionably increaſe or lan- 

euiſh, One of the moſt uſeful members in a State, with- 

out whom it can never be Opulent in Peace, nor conſe- 
quently Formidable in War. | £ 

| FOR he fetches in the good things of the remoteſt 
Regions to Enrich his Countrey, and by the honeſt Magick 
of Induſtry, removes the Mes of Peru, and the Golden 
Sands of - Guinea Whither he pleaſes. He can make a 
barren Heath, or a contemptible Bogg, ( that has not 
| 2 one 


/ 


(+9 


= Tree metas mult pl plant, nor one Stoue but 

hat you ther, a place that has nothing 

of. its -own- product worth _ſpeaking..of )_ to be yet_ 

the richeſt City for.its Bigneſs, and the greateſt Store- 

Works, Empory for. all forts of Commodities in the 
or CYCANISTIATICO ev 
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The Taſte of | hojis Arabjan "I we know, 
Minh toſs Jeordbing | Heats 24a make' i gro 


WITHOU UT Tie the World would ill be a kind 
wt Hide F, one-part unknown and unbeholding to the 


Other 5; 2 a. over its remate Inhabitants met, 77 Aould 
be rather for miſchief and fawghter, than mutyaf afli- 
and 


rs "Whereas: hs we unites divided: Empireg 
thole Hutt never beheld the ſame $:ars ; joins people ſe- 
parated by different Climates, Religions, and Policies, 
into one .common Society; And by the Mediation - of 
Commerce, makes: the. Fur Fhrwt Ethiopian contribute to 
the relief, x i the Frozen Muſcovite, _ © 

HE. 355 the true Orpheus that charms the Savages, and 
ſpreads Civility amongſt Barbarians; he communicates 
Arts and Sciences, and all uſeful Erventions both for Ne- 
ceſlity and loo wah Unleſs he had advanced Navj- 
gation, Geog! FR * might have ſtifl lain muffled in 
Strabo's Cloak, and Aſtronomy" been confir'd to Ptolemy" $ 


narrow Horkon; we might: to this day have believed - 


the Poets Fables 'of Frigid and Torrid Zones uninhabita- 
ble; That there was no living (forſooth) under the #- 
MCs or within the Artick nc Antartick Qrclss; , hy 
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uick-fighted Yergilius might have 1been jn_ danper- of 
Deprivation, for holding the ſuppoſed Herefie. of 4nti- 
aſſes .The 4rt of Healing, it ſelf -had. incurably. lan- 
guyſht, our Apothecaries Shops been deſtitute of the beft 
part of the Materia Medica ,.or choiceſt Rarities. of the 
Zripple' Kingdom; and .an Engliſh Herbal might..have 
bounged the ſtudies of our mott Learned Colegs of Phy- 
ficdads.n;" 11 
NAY. further , there ſeems yet a more ſublime and 
myſterious delignment of. Providexce attending his pains ; 
for, by. eſtabliſhing an intercourle with Jzfdels for. Civil 
Traftick, a door is.not ſekdom:open'd to.advance' the Di- 
wine Jatereſt ; 1o that he may propagate .our-moſt Zoly 
Faith, as well as vend our Temporal Commodities ; and 
by penetrating both dies, and (like the Sun) compa(l- 
fing-the World, adminiſters opportunities to divulge the 
Light of the Goſpe/; whilſt our ſtupid Gallants think, 
he Voyages only to bring them Pearls to hang at the Ears 
of their Miftreſſes, Mango's to reliſh their Mutton , or 
Pepper to {trew over their Cucumbers. 7 
 - IN theſe remote. Negotiations, he counts it next to + 
denying, his Sawzour, to occaſion by any diſhoneſt or /m- 
woral ACt, his Bleſſed: Name to be Blaſphem'd amongſt the 
Gentiles, He would rather endure the Rack himſelf, than 
ſtretch a Piece of Cloath on the Tenters to make it-three: 
or four Yards longer, which when ſold to a 7urk, ſhall im 
the next Shower, Cockle all up in a Ruch, cauſing the 
honeſt Muſulmay, to 'revile both the: cheating Chriſtian: 
and his Religion; Tho the later altogether undeſerved- 
ly, ſince It moſt feverely condemns Circumvention, and 
enjoyns not. only ſtrict Fiaeity and Juſtice in our deal- 
ings, but Charity too, towards 'all Mankind, even our 
molt. profeſſed Enemies. | Zh 


THIS: 


63. M8 
THIS our Merchant is ſenſible of, and trembles at that 
WOE. pronounced againſt thoſe by whom ſuch ſcanda>- 
lous Offences come ; Therefore keeps a double Guard on his' 
Converſation abroad, as knowing that not only his own. 
private Reputation, but the Honour of his Religion and. 
Natien, in ſome meaſure depends thereon. His Fatth is- 
firmer than the Needle of his Compaſs, for it admits not 
of the leaſt Variation; his Devotion.is one and the ſame, . 
in all Countries, 'and his Zeal as great beyond, -as on this 
ſide the Line ; For like the Sx, tho he traverſe round 
the habitable Glove, yet ſtill he keeps conſtant to the 
Ecliptick of Truth, and will not Barter away the Pearl of 
Price, for any worldly gains, but uſes diligence in the 
firſt place to Enſure his Soul, dreading no Shipwrack o - 
much as that of a good Conſcience. 

AND as Piety and Loyalty are inſeperable ; fo next 
to Sacriledg, (which is a robbing of God) he abhors 
Smuckling and Running of Goods, or Entring one Commo- 
dity for another that pays more, &c. (Which is a rob- 
ing of Gods Vicegerent, the Xing ;) His praftice being a 
daily Comment on that Text, Render untoTafar the things 
that are Cefars, '&et. He'reckons all thoſe that uſe any 
ſuch unlawtul Courſes,far from being either good Chriſti- 


ans or Loyal-Subjefs ; Nay efteems it not only. a ſimple 


'Chear or tare Felony, by any Pretenſions, Concealments, 
'Trick or Artifices to: defraud his S:wereize of thoſe Dues 
the Law Is fetled , But a kind of unfledg'd Treaſon a- 


_  'painſt the Crown, ſince 'tis apparently a delign to weaken 


tand ſubvert the/Roya! Power, 'when we purtoin the Reve- 
«ues neceſiary for the ſupport of the Government. © 
HE knows, That a Nation may be impoveriſht and 


-ruin'd by a great. Trade ill manag'd, as well as by 70s 


little ; and that the Kingdom may get, even when the 
Kitts | Mer- 


(s) 

Merehint ls/es, and the Merchant often get when the 
Kingdom Joes; But for his own part is ſo. paſſionate 
Lover of his Country, as to ne his private Advan- 
tages to the utility of the Publick ; And therefore thinks 
himſelf obliged ( whenever fit opportunity is offered ) 

humbly to inform bis Soverezgn, or. ſome of the Chiet 
Miniſters of State, (or Parliament, when conven'd), of: - 
the Over-ballance of Importations from any Country ; 
and of all Exportations or Importations of. any ſort. 
of Goods. that are notably prejudicial” or Ea poes 
to the Kingdom, to the end there.may be wholſom Laws 
_ . made to- prevent the One, and encourage the Other ; 

FOR not only the increaſe or decay of Sea-mer 

and fbipping; ( the Walls of our Britifh Empire ) The 
encouragement or-diſcouragement of Mansfattuxers,and: 
conſequently the Excreaſe of People, (which if duly em+ 
ployed can never be too many, their multitudes being. 
always: the firſt Riches as well as Strengthof any:Nition 
tut alſo the ' Value of - every Country-Gentlemans 
Lands, Rents, Corn, Cattel, &c, does all. ultimately: 
depend upon, and are Influenced by It, and muſt. either: 
Riſe or Fall in equal proportion as Forreign Trafhick is 
well or ill manag'd, clop'd, or Encouraged. © 
FUS.TICE, ſquare Dealing, and a punttual. Henefty,.. 
are Eſſential alities in our. true-bred Merchaxt.: 
Hence his Rroks ;are allow'd Evidence, and: lookt up- 
on as-2 kind: of Records; and a ſmall ws of. two 
or three. Lines only under his. hand, without either 
Witneſs or Seal, pailes over-the world -for 'Fhouſands: ' 
of Pounds, as Authentick as Twenty Noverint wniver- - 
#'s, or other cng:winded Inſtruments, Sealed and Deli- 
 vered in the Preſence of John Doe, and Richard Roe; and. 


ry 


= 


doſe of Mercury 


(s) 
- E AM: not Ignorant” that the Title of Merchane in 
ſoroe-naxts. of the World wufurpd'by almoſt alt forts: 
of little: Troy -whoie Baſins s 20 Buy" and Sel ; Bur 

proper wholly: ih 
4 'rade, whereby + 


none but-fuch as drive a forreipy: 
are. vaſtly differenc'd fromr ordinary _ Experts and 


Re Glerx 7 - Onur Merchant: is a. perfon; fn of Bulk, #nd con-: 
fderable: Figare | ur the Common-Weal, and muſt be Et- 
dowd with Qualifications proportionate, ' - 

xz. HE fhould havea rent Pund;, or Bitats Fefe 
him by his' Anceſtors; for tho Credit: (charily keptY 
be: a aide ſupport of, and: venetit:to his Aﬀairs;: 


yet 1t( albne-) can never be 4 for ſuch 
tafor if he good yg 3 Stock 


* build on, __ ſmall p«f of misfortune will. be” apt 


to ſhock his Reputation, 

2- THER'E-ought alſo to be ſtrong; Nituvil Parts, 
an: Aftivo Vigorous \ Body, -to endure- the Fatighes of 
Traveliz-and a ready comprehenfive Mind! A good 
thould'go to his Conftitution, To render 
hinr ( tf mow ver filth, verſatilis' tamen Tngenij ] tho not 
of 4-ctafty over-reaching;: yer of a brisk arc \nmodaw 
ting Genius, whereby he may applythinaſelf wirh ah ea 
ſy obliging Addrels to- all! ſorts of Flumours of Acci- 

3"Yet this: Mercury ſhould be: fixt*by | Starr, of 
the: Gaety of his Complexion ting'd” with: 4 daft 6f 
Melandiuly,"tokeeprhim |from"the"vanity-#Hd "extri- 
ievol-a-7awnd# it; andthe Bepgarty' Ate df-the 
exortafting Tailers'; For Serreryo 4” Vert aſniolt v8 
necellary:tos Merchant: as th a Statefinen.: - 

16 AG, bis Bitth was Genotous, 1o'- a.” reg was). 


bikerm® he ks Zat> nongh 
thor, or Diſcourſe a Stranger ; bs oy = vie 
rative 
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3 for the tt! of his  kiney. 
ks it ſcarce MaePrIvEs 
leve e © Thrikiny of the Ferula, | 
ye to obtain the "all [of Hunting a Greek Derioa- 
trove, and Capping of Verſes. : 
4H H E has the command of his Pey, and writes a "i 
fair Genteel Eand, not. crampt up to a let Secretary like 
a 'Scriveners Boy ; nor crawling, Long-Tazls, like a 
| Wench at a Boarding-School , but 2 neat charmin g 
broerb/ of Roman and ali flowi ing with a_kind of 
Pee e. [Ofw hich in my . Opinion Mr. 
_ Ayres —_ St. DE is at leaſt one of the beſt Teach- . 
ers about Londox ; 
5, HE is well cla in that Foundation of Arts, 
the Science of Numbers : for as Merchandize ( next 
after Religion and Juſtice) is the life of the  Weal- 
Publick, 1o be. Arithmetick is the 56 of Mer- _ 
C "But eſpecially he is throughly verſed in that 
noble bod of Debtor and Creditor, uſed only by thoſe 
of his own Profeſſion.” And his Books are kept with ſo. 
much Order as well as Punfualneſs and Integrity, that 
'tisthe eaſieſt thing in the world to find out any ' thing | 
after; and as ſoon'a as found, it carries with it 
Demonſtration. be | 
-6. I NEED nottell you, t "that he isexpert j in the Na . 
ture and Forms of Charter-Parties , Bills of Lading, 
Invoyces, Contrafts, Bills 0 Exchange, Policies of Enſu- 
rance, and the powers, obligations' and, effeds of 6d | 
of them. He knows the Meaſures, Weights, -and Money 
of all forreign Countries, I mean-the Coyns, not only 
by their ſeveral Denominations, but alſo in their /x- . 
rrinfick Values in' weight and fineneſs com pared with 
the Standard of his own ws ab 
z. HE 
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vaſes," of which he s capable-to give. ar Account on 
all occaſions for Me 700d of. his Country. 


SO'that 1 ſcarce A any other Profeſſion which lea- 
deth into ſo mnch Knowledge, . either - of the Great 
World, (as to its. Scituation, Prodadts: and Mutual | 
Dependence ) or of the little World {MAN] ( as' to 
his Humours, Bigotries, Paſſions, [ntrigues, and Blind- 
ſides) In the underſtanding of which two things ſeems 
to conſiſt, (if I miſtake not?) the main part of what 

we call civil K nowledg,. Wiſdom, or Policy: ye 
NOW if our Merchants Ocqupation.be: thus neceſſh- 


ry, and require ſuch YVarietyof, excellent -Qualifications, 
How can. it but be Honourable too > For what can bet- 


ter Recommend any Calling to. Wiſemens Regards, than 
its 7ſefulneſs 2 Or be more GenteeLatid: Glorious, than 
to fopply the common. Neceſities-.of : Mankind 2 Who is 
_ to be eſteemed than the Mar whoſe Induſtry un-- 

derprops his Soveraigns Throge\ with Wealth, x7 at 
the fame time furniſhes his Felow-Subjefts with Em- 
plopinent , , and. the means of a. comfortable Subſi= 


NCe ys + 
10 


Ng VAL N therefore, uojuſt,; 2nd; an ratefl, IND Are 
chibit Clamours who. would.« | gp this NoZle Profefhts. 
a, As below a Perſan of Quality. a Practice, Becauſe 
(For Hl wk tis (ue uary; ANG. __ Gaim, (and E-won- 


Fo what Profeſſo fjon dogs not. i l degree or other?) 
ASif a Gent max. might: only By Buy an Office, and | 
Sell his Lind or his Breath,. but. elſe: As if a 


Fu yer, OF..4: Phyſttjan| might, Pocket bo Fees (the-juft 
Enza Een or Remuneration of karkenlintercied 22 os 


Hrs) "wit igut Sulyige eithen his Famil yor his Gown; 
bop yet a Merchant Thould 7 forfeit s Brhrgh 
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by Receiving a Bil of Exchange? I intend no odious 
Comparing or inthe leaſt to Aﬀront thoſe other moſt | 
Worthy and Learned Profeſſions, but only to vindicate 
the Honour of Merchandize, and convince the World, 
That if a perſon of Quality ſhould happen to breed up 
his Sox , or Match a' Daughter therein, there's no-'dan- 
ger that they ſhould phoſeadly be level'd with the com- 
mon Crowd, or Numbred with the Gaffers and the Gam- 
'® | mers, | | 
þ FOR ſince a Perſon of Zonour may without any 
| diſparagement, improve' his Lands, and let his Houſes, 
Þ# and fell his Cattel for as mach as he can get; And Buy his 
| Proviſions, Furniture, and Equipage as cheap as he can ; 
F I am ſo-dull as not to' conceive whence any Stains 
| ſhould refle& on his'Scutcheon, If he ſhould happen to 
Equip a Ship, and fend abroad Ten Thouſand Pounds 
worth of Cloth or Tin, and'in return bring back a gallant 
coup of twice the' value, to Enrich his Country as well 
'TIS a ſmart, but I hope, cauſeleſs RefleQion- of a; 
| 1.1 al __ \ * We are 
. (*) Brite «(fays he) ſtill pretending to be more - 
nia Languens, Or « Acyrate in Logick and pioeply 


a # diſcourſe R of. <« Peak + | @.£ | 
Trade, Printed, which” howſoever otherwiſe ufc 


6c | F | Fa”; | 
«30. lo not add Twopence per Aunum to 
« the' Riches of the Nation) we conti- 
« nue.to ſqueeze all the Sap/eſs Papers and Fragments of 
« Antiquity ; we grow mighty well acquainted with 


« the oid Heathen gods, Towns, and People; we priſe 
«.gur ſelves' in{fruntlefs curioſities; we turn our Lice 


| 

| of 

| . © and Fleas into Bulls 'and Pigs by our Magnifying Glaſe 
| | 

| 

| 
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* top of Teneriff; we invent Paceing Saddles , and 
* Gamcracks of all ſorts, which. are, voted Ingenuities, 
« whilſt the ſolid and moſt uſeful Notions and Conſide- 


*rations of Trade, are turn'd into a Ridicule, or out of 


< Faſhion. * 

SURE I am, whatever low. Conceits Ariſtotle or 
ſome other Pedants may. have had of Merchandize 
in old times, when its Dignity was not known, and 
when indeed it was but -Huckftering and , Pedlary in 
reſpe&t of what it has ſince arrivd to; it muſt. be 
avow'd , That 'tis long fince become not unworthy of 
Perſons of. the firſt Quality ; not only the Magnifico's 
of Luca, and Genoua , The lluſtriſſino's of Venice, 
and the High Mighty Burghers of Holland, and ſuch 


like es rag Grandees, make. it their buſineſs ; 


But abſolute Sovereign Princes have courted. it. Fer- 
dinando the firſt great Duke of Tuſcany, and his Suc- 
celfors, by their care and diligence to countenance. 
Merchants in their Afairs, have ſo encreaſed the 
praQtice thereof, That there is ſcarce a Nobleman or 
Gentleman in all their Dominions that doth not Traf- 
fick either by himſelf or in Copartnerſhip, whereby 
within fifty or ſxxty Years, the Trade to their Port of 
Legorn is ſo much augmented, that of a poor /ittle Town 
(as ſome yet living can remember it) tis now become 


a fair and ſtrong City, and one of the moſt famous places 
for Trade in Europe. 


% 


T O go higher, ſome of the moſt ſacred Crowned 
Heads of Chriſtendom, deſcended from, and ally'd to 
the moſt Ancient and Illuſtrious Families that the 
World can boaſt of ; ( and in that number provevelly 

0 


our preſent moſt Auguſt and Gracious Sovereign), are lo | 
far irom connting it any diminution ta their Roya/ 
$9 7 Majeſtes, 
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© your fo encourage Trade, 


wer and Gold to be as plentepus in Feruſalem as Stones, 


As”) = is 
Majefties, Thiit in hey ay manner” they endea- 
| by intereſting Themſelves 

therein. Hence our Exchange is allow'd to wear that 
lofty Title of ROYAL; nor can the Statues of 
our deceaſed Princes any. where be more Gloriouſ] 
placd, (next to their Repoſitories in Sacred Ground. 
than in that Magnificent Rendezvmz of Merchants ; 
To intimate, that the Advancement and promoting of | 
Trade, will be the Honour of our Xings Living and 
Dead. FE 4g” | 


_ THE Truth is, The wiſe of Kings and Men has 
long fince given his. ) _— by his practice in this 
caſe ; For Solomon himſelf could: never have made Sil- 


and Cedars as Sycamores , if he had not. firſt turned 
Merchant , join'd in Copartnerſhip with King Hiram, 
and ſet out a Navy at Ez#on Geber ( a Port in the Red- 
Sea ) which had the Advantage of Traffick to the 7r-' 


dian Ocean, and from thence to Ophir (' ſuppoſed. to be Z 
the Iſle of Madagaſcar ) whence they brought Gold. 
and Srhver and Elephants Teeth, as well as Apes and Pea- 
cocks. ca RE 


THEREFORE let none'of our Nobility. or Gen-. 
try think it a diſgrace to Employ themſelves or their, 
Sons in this NOBLE MYSTERY, which as 'tis 
moſt 'adyantagious to . their 'Countrey Td chews NS, 


| ; | . \e VES, ho 
'{o' the moſt excellent Perſonages, have not oye to 


(: ) Englands embark in it ; For (as the judicious 1 
Treaſure, P-155* Mr. Mu (-) moſt truly lay S.) id Zo 
m2 * *reign Trade,or thenoble Profeſſion af... 
<« the Merchant, is the great Revenue of thee Xing np 20 
che 8 


| 


« Howur of the Kingdom The Schvs/of our Arts; The 
909 of our; Warits'; 'The employment of 'our Porr ; 
« Theimprovement-of our" Lands :; TheNu rſery: of our? 
« Mariners ; the Walls of the Kingdom; The meliin;* 
« of our Treaſure ; The ſinews of our Wars, and the 
* Zerror of our Enennes. 


FOR i Forreign Commerce be of fuchImport to all 
Nations, That the Wiſeft Princes and States every 
where Endeavour (tho labouring under never fo great 
diſadvantage) to Careſs as much as they can, and ob- 
tain the goed Graces of a Lady, that is always attended 
with ſo vaſt a'Dowry (tor to ſpeak freely, that People 
| thatcan get the Trade of the World, may quickly,with- 
out purſuing the toils of the Cz/ars and the Alexanders, 
be, (in effect) Lords of their Neighbours, and give 
LawF to the World) much more then ought Ie the hap- 
pY Inhabitants of Great Brittain, highly to eſteem of 
Trafick, which God and Nature ſeem to have deſign'd 
for our peculiar Portion ; England attording the moſt; and 
beſt natural Products;andMatetials for Mauufattorzes ; 
the moſt and beſt Ports ; moſt commodiouſly Sci- 
tuate for Trade, either to the Szreights, the Baltick, 
or either of the /ndies; having alſo a numerous Peo- 
ple, ſecured in their Liberties and Properties by a _ 
Gracious ' Prince and "thoſt wholſome” Laws ; Seamen as 5. 
Brisk, Active, Skilful, and Adventroas as ever Plough'd * 
the Ocean ; bleſt beſides, with the greateſt plenty of + 
all forts of Proviſrons, and a vaſt Fund of Land, by 
Taxes on which in time of ar, the Government 
may be Supported and Defended, and ( in a word ) 
enjoying all other:Advantages that can poſſibly be im- 
agined Requiſite ; ſo that ir muſt certainly be our ws 

Default, 
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